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C O M M I S S I O N  O N  R A C I A L  &  E T H N I C  D I S P A R I T Y  I N  T H E  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M

The Commission on Racial and Ethnic Disparity in the Criminal 
Justice System was created by the Connecticut state legislature in 
2000 (Public Act 00-154). The stated purpose of that act was “to 

establish a commission dedicated to eliminating racial and ethnic 
disparity in the criminal justice system.” During the 2015 legislative 

session, the Commission’s membership and charge were slightly 
modified with the passage of Public Act 15-109.

The Commission benefits from the diversity of its membership and 
the leadership of its Chair, Justice Lubbie Harper, Jr. Since Justice 

Harper’s appointment in 2006, the Commission has addressed such 
topics as juvenile justice and the prevention of juvenile entry into 

the criminal justice system, implicit bias, youth-police 
programming, access to justice, and jury instruction, to name a few.

A B O U T  U S





2:15-3:15 p.m. FACILITATED SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

What's Working? 
What's Not? 
Recommendations for Change

3:15-4:00 p.m.     SMALL GROUP REPORTING BACK
CONCLUSION OF CONFERENCE 

TO DAY ’ S  P RO G R A M  ( C o n t i n u e d )

2:00-2:15 p.m.      BREAK

Session 5: The Wide-Ranging Impact of the Legalization of Cannabis

This will be a discussion of the implementation of the legalization of 
Cannabis from varying perspectives. Participants will also gain an 
understanding of the development of the law, impact on 
disproportionately impacted communities, and re-investment efforts.

Moderator:
• Andrew Clark, Director, Institute for Municipal and Regional

Policy
Panel Members:

• Corrie Betts, President, Greater Hartford NAACP
Council Member, CT Social Equity Council

• Thomas Canny, Chief Probation Officer II, Judicial Branch
Court Support Services Division

• Jason Ortiz, Executive Director, Students for Sensible Drug
Policy

Session 6: Panel Discussion with System Professionals - What's 
Working and What's Not

This is an opportunity for system professionals to frankly discuss how 
the many changes to the criminal and juvenile justice systems over the 
past 10-15 years have impacted their work, the communities they 
serve, and their clients. What has worked, what hasn't, and what can 
make things better?

Moderator: 
• Deb Fuller, Consultant, Commission on Racial and Ethnic

Disparity/IMRP
Panel Members:

• Robert J. Cristiano, Regional Manager, Pretrial Services
• Vincent D’Uva, Supervisor for Statewide Juvenile Matters,

Office of the Chief State's Attorney
• Trevor Johnson, Regional Manager, CSSD Adult Probation

Services
• Sheron Green, Regional Manager, Juvenile Probation Services




